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Abstract 
Abbreviations represent a great vocabulary layer and became an integral part of the English discourse. English abbreviations are 
widely used not only in the English language discourse, but in the discourses of other languages of the world as well. Especially 
it is true for abbreviations in the sphere of economy, finances, foreign economic relations, and banking. The paper is devoted to 
the analysis of the abbreviational worldview as a part of the linguistic worldview. Different types of abbreviations are in the 
focus of study. The abbreviational worldview is formed by the abbreviational vocabulary of the English language and mainly by 
clippings, acronyms and blends. The abbreviated worldview is farraginous and gives new prospective opportunities for semantic 
studies. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Research and Education Center. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Any language in its own way divides the world. Each language has its own way of conceptualization. 
Consequently, each language builds a specific worldview according to which, a human being formulates his own 
linguistic notions which reflect a human worldview that is lexicalized in the language. Each natural language 
(English is not an exception) reflects a certain way of viewing and structuring the world. It reflects customs, 
traditions and characters of native speakers, their life style and thoughts, their sense of humor. 
We remember events, feelings, images, we recall the general contents of the discourse but a thought gets a 
specific language form only during the concept verbalization phase. With minimum time for pondering, depending 
on the language competence level, the grammar and syntactic shaping often occurs automatically with the use of 
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famous models and stereotypes. In this process the language form adapts itself to the consciousness, and not vice 
versa (Pesina & Solonchak, 2014). All these factors form the so-called “linguistic worldview.” It can be interpreted 
from the linguistic point of view as a complex of worldviews, which is enclosed in the meaning of different 
linguistic units (e.g. abbreviations) of the English discourse. 
Speaking about hierarchy of the worldviews, we agree with the scientists who admit nonconcurrency of the 
conceptual and linguistic worldviews and at the same time emphasize globality and bulkiness of the conceptual 
worldview in comparison with the linguistic one. The linguistic world is considered as a representative of the 
conceptual world, which, in its turn, represents a real objective world, but the representing system is always poorer 
than the represented one, and, the meta-language is poorer than the native language. 
The worldview expresses the components of the conceptual worldview and is the only means of access to the 
national conceptual system. Linguists define the linguistic worldview as “naïve”: the language structures the world, 
gives the net concepts to it and creates what is called the naïve worldview. All information about external and 
internal worlds is consolidated by means of the living colloquial languages. 
 
1.1. English Abbreviations as the Essentials of the Process of Globalization 
 
Abbreviation is an effective way of word formation process that reflects contemporary trends of globalization. 
The specific character of this word formation method is determined by the abbreviation components that are 
particularly interrelated.  The study of different types of abbreviations in the English language reveals the universal 
characteristics of abbreviations and their cultural identity. 
The actuality of the work is determined by the lack of linguistic and cultural description for abbreviations in 
different discourses, as well as the growing role of abbreviations as the way for the transmission of verbal 
information with connotative meaning.  
 
1.2. Aims & Methods 
 
In accordance with the intention of this article the following tasks should be solved: 
x to itemize the concept of an abbreviation and its representation; 
x to investigate the foreign language influence on the development of English abbreviation;  
x to name factors that influence the process; 
x to study abbreviation as a word formation process; 
x to give characteristics of an abbreviation system; 
x to identify linguistic and cultural abbreviation components. 
To solve the intended tasks the following research methods, such as contextual, complicated, descriptive and 
method of continuous sampling and quantitative calculations are used. 
The contextual analysis method allows justifying the analysis of the abbreviation text application and includes 
extra linguistic historical and cultural context beyond the system and verbal ones. The academic novelty of the study 
is the linguistic and cultural approach to the study of different types of abbreviations as components that forms 
abbreviational worldview taking into account their origin, structure and functions. 
The objective of the article is to examine the abbreviation linguistic and cultural specific characters, to study 
abbreviations as functioning components that form abbreviational worldview at the present stage of the English 
language and its variants. Abbreviation impacts on word formation process and plays an important role in forming 
abbreviational worldview. 
 
1.3. Linguistic, Social and Cultural Approaches 
 
The study of abbreviations is performed on the juncture between linguistic and social and cultural aspects and 
along with the actual linguistic textual, discursive and cultural research in recent years. The clarification of 
particular regularities of abbreviation development and functioning helps to establish general regularities of the 
lexical system. 
The academic foundation for the study is the research of such linguists as Arutyunova, Gudkov, van Deyk, YU. 
Karaulov,. Kibrik, Krasnykh, Sedov, de Sossyura, Slyshkin, Chudinov and others.  
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The analysis of abbreviations was carried out taking into account the works of Alekseyeva, Akhmanova, Borisov, 
Gorshunov,. Dyuzhikova, Kubryakova, Sapogova, Balli, A. Martine, Marchanda, Paul, Soudek.  
Abbreviation is the process of secondary nomination units creating with the status of a word, the process of 
contracting any linear parts of the motivation source that results in such a word, the form of which reflects any 
component part or parts of the initial motivating unit. The resulted unit of such process is called an abbreviation or 
an abbreviation unit. 
Russian researchers Boduen de Kurtene, Polivanov, Shcherba, as well as foreign linguists Martine, Paul, Tsipf 
took the reasons for abbreviation creation into consideration. It is accepted to allocate linguistic and extra linguistic 
factors for the abbreviation creation, the differentiation of which supposes their unity and interrelation. Linguistic 
factors for the abbreviation creation mainly result in the realization of language saving tendency, semantic 
condensation. Social and political factors relate to extra linguistic conditions for the abbreviation development. 
Most researchers concur in the opinion that the abbreviation as a word formation process is a complex 
phenomenon, rooted in the distant past.  
The Ancient Rome abbreviation tendencies are widely used nowadays. In English abbreviations reflect not only 
national and cultural peculiarities, but historical facts affecting the social and political development of the society 
and state. 
Cultural information preservation and accumulation in abbreviations happens with the help of "cultural 
memory." The abbreviation accumulates associations inherited due to the language and stored in the lexical 
semantic variants of linguistic units. The abbreviations denoting titles provide a good example for the "cultural 
memory". Titles, that emerged in ancient times and being free word-groups, pass through the abbreviation stage, 
but completely retain their original meaning in the language, although their social cultural function can be reduced.  
The relationship between the language and culture is clearly illustrated in such a group of linguistic units as 
realia. Realia represent the colouring for specific elements of the national identity. Historical realia are rarely 
detached from their national source and they always hold over their national identity. Abbreviations, as the words, 
have become a linguistic form for linguistic cultural realia. 
The link between language and culture is evident in realia and it was revealed during the study. Factors that 
implement the abbreviation national specific character are: 
Nationally-marked elements that are key in speech: 
x Realia of the first level, ie realia reflecting the specific character of the material culture. E.g. Flints - 
Flintshire; CIT - Central Independent Television ;  
x Realias of the second level, ie realia reflecting the ideological factors and cultural background 
manifestations in the lexicon. E.g. HRH - Her (His) Royal Highness; FLOTUS - First Lady of the United States. 
Nationally-marked  forms of communication and behaviour containing abbreviations that can be both key and 
non key in speech, but with the national colouring created by  the context; E.g. “The Accidental Diva”: “Good 
answer. Who’s the bigger playa, JFK or Bill Clinton?” “JFK, easily. They’re both playas. But you always know a 
true playa by the company he keeps. Bill married Hillary, who’s mad intelligent but homely. JFK married Jackie, a 
fly debutante in pimped-out sunglasses. Bill runs around with women like Gennifer Flowers and Monica Lewinsky. 
JFK ran around with Marilyn Monroe and Angie Dickinson. If you’re gonna get caught out there, make it count. 
This is a gangsta we’re talking about.”(Williams, 2004, p. 69). 
Precedent texts, situations containing abbreviations that are not key in speech, but obtain the national colouring 
on account of the context. E.g“Archer announced on Jan. 17 that he wanted to knock out the FCC racial-preference 
program.” – the Federal Communications Commission” (Rakitina, 2007, p. 96-97). 
 
1.4. Abbreviation as a word formation process 
 
An abbreviation is a productive way of a word formation process in English and it is associated with the 
monosyllabism of English lexicon, universal language saving tendency and the ways of Latin abbreviation adapting 
to the English language environment. All the facts are depicted in the abbreviational worldview. 
During the last several decades, abbreviations have proliferated to such an extent that they now form a major and 
still increasing part of the language. We live in a world of abbreviations and acronyms. New abbreviations and 
acronyms are arising all the time. Some of them are well established, others will pass of course. We think there is a 
strong “information stratum” of people who like to use abbreviations just for the fun of it. Most researchers concur 
706   N. Kostina et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  192 ( 2015 )  703 – 709 
in the opinion that abbreviation as a word formation process is a complex phenomenon, rooted in the distant past.  
The Ancient Rome abbreviation tendencies are widely used nowadays. In English abbreviations reflect not only 
national and cultural peculiarities, but historical facts affecting the social and political development of the society 
and state. So abbreviation is a productive way of a word formation process in English and its variants and it is 
associated with the monosyllabism of English lexicon, universal language saving tendency and the ways of Latin 
abbreviation adapting to the English language environment. 
Abbreviations represent a great vocabulary layer and became an integral part of the English discourse. English 
abbreviations are widely used not only in the English discourse, but in the discourses of other languages of the world 
as well. Especially it is true for abbreviations in the sphere of economy, finances, foreign economic relations, and 
banking. 
The rate, at which new abbreviations proliferate in English skyrocketed throughout the second half of the 20th 
century and continues unabated into the 21st. Abbreviations vary widely in their style of punctuations, 
capitalization, and internal spacing. They reflect modern linguistic realities of the English discourse and contain 
cognitive information about a notion or a new (little-known) reality. 
Abbreviation is one of the most noticeable features of today’s linguistic life. It is thought to be an exclusively 
modern habit. Abbreviations are in fashion nowadays. Crystal wrote that the fashionable use of abbreviation – a 
kind of society slang – comes and goes in waves, though it is never totally absent. In the present century, however, it 
has been eclipsed by the emergence of abbreviations in science, technology, and other special fields, such as cricket, 
baseball, drug trafficking, the armed forces, and the media (Crystal, 1995, p.120). 
The research of the concept abbreviation was based on the key lexeme analysis of the definitions in dictionaries 
and books. The key word for the concept represented in the English language by the word abbreviation – 
abbreviation. The criteria of discovering key words are frequency in speech, sufficient abstraction of the meaning, 
notoriety etc. 
There are half a million abbreviated forms in the English language, many of which have a clear lexical status 
(MP, FBI, NATO, UNESCO etc.). Word abbreviation can be itself represented by the abbreviation abbr., abbrv. or 
abbrev. The concept abbreviation is usually connected with abbreviated words and acronyms in public conscience. 
This interpretation is reflected in the meanings of the corresponding lexemes in the dictionaries of the English 
language. We carried out the analysis of dictionary definitions of interpretations of the key word abbreviation. 
 
1.5.Abbreviation & context 
 
Abbreviations have been considered in the context, due to the abbreviation semantic structure complexity and 
high connotation specific gravity in most of them. It is difficult to understand abbreviations out of the context, 
since, in most cases, it is the context that is the actualizer for all meaning gradations potentially contained in 
abbreviations and closely related to the unit semantics. E.g. “Home Depot CEO aims for next level”: “… He lost 
out, but Home Depot snatched him away as its chairman and CEO, replacing company founders Arthur Blank and 
Bernard Marcus” (Rakitina, 2007, p. 102). 
Any occasional changes before they are fixed in the language go through a stage of speech realization in the 
writing or orally generating context. In reviewing abbreviations in the context the following ones that affect the 
abbreviation semantics and functioning have been identified: micro context, macro context, background context, 
linguistic and extra linguistic contexts, explicit and implicit contexts.  
The formation of the new abbreviation meaning occurs through the macro context or through the micro context 
that is often represented through the combination definition + defined, where abbreviations act as the definition and 
get a new meaning. The occasional abbreviation dependence on the context is significantly higher than that of 
commonly used abbreviations. 
The analysis of abbreviations revealed abbreviations- homonyms (PR - Proportional Representation; Public 
Relations; Parliamentary Reports);abbreviations-synonyms (Na, NE, Nebr., NB (Nebraska); PA (Personal 
Assistant) ≈   P.P.S. (Personal Private Secretary), and abbreviations-antonyms (morn. (morning) – evng. (evening), 
E (East) – W (West). It proves the existence of abbreviation paradigmatic relations. 
 
1.6.Representation of abbreviation concept  
  
In the New Encyclopaedia Britannica the word abbreviation is determined as «abbreviation, in communications 
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(especially written), the process, or result of representing a word or group of words by a shorter form of the word or 
phrase» (The New Encyclopaedia Britannica,1994). In Collins Cobuild English Dictionary the word abbreviation is 
defined this way: a short form of a word or phrase, made by leaving out some of the letters or by using only the first 
letters of each word: аn abbreviation is a shortening by any method» (Difference Between Abbreviation and 
Acronym, 2011). According to the Wordsmyth Education Dictionary Thesaurus «abbreviation is a shortened form of 
a word or phrase used in writing; the act or result of reducing the length or duration of something.» St. is an 
abbreviation for the word “street” (Abbreviation (a), 2011). In Merriam-Webster Dictionary “abbreviation is the act 
or result of abbreviating; a shortened form of a written word or phrase used in place of the whole” (Abbreviation (b), 
2011) Abbreviation is a word-formation process, but also the result of the process itself is called “abbreviation.” In 
general it can be said, that word-formation is concerned with the process that expands the vocabulary of a language, 
i.e. create new lexemes. 
The analysis of the definitions mentioned above brought us to several conclusions. The concept abbreviation is 
lexical. In fact, the following meanings of the word abbreviations could be found in the dictionaries: 
x abbreviation is a «process»: to abbreviate smth, to reduce in length or duration. E.g. If you abbreviate 
something, especially a word or a piece of writing, you make it shorter. He persuaded his son to abbreviate his first 
name to Alec. Pressing matters at home forced them to abbreviate their stay in Europe.  
x abbreviation is a «quality»: abbreviated, abbreviating. E.g. It was an abbreviated document without 
detailed proposals. Moreover, it is extremely worrying for those of us with a wardrobe full of abbreviated skirts, and 
abbreviated bank accounts to match. 
x abbreviation is a «result»: abbreviation. E.g. An abbreviation is just a short compact version of the word; a 
concise form with one word and few letters. “I don’t even want to hear you saying his name again, especially that 
ridiculous abbreviation you keep using.” 
x abbreviation is a «abbreviation functioning»: An abbreviation is pronounced as the original word letter by 
letter. 
So, the abbreviation concept is represented by four sememes in the English language. Conceptual features are 
reflected by semes of each sememe, and form the content of the researched concept. Consequently, the concept 
abbreviation is complicated and includes a great number of conceptual features, which are reflected in the language. 
Thus, the concept abbreviation is represented by lexemes abbreviate (abbreviates), abbreviating, abbreviated, 
abbreviation in the English language. Different lexemes and various lexical semantic variants of lexemes verbalize 
different conceptual features of the abbreviation concept. 
The abbreviation concept is stable (because it has inherent linguistic means of verbalization, vital for thinking 
and communication, and which is regularly expressed), multilevel (as it includes some cognitive layers successively 
covering the basic one). The analysis of definitions is complete by no means it just expands the content of linguistic 
analysis of the concept abbreviation. 
Abbreviation process is a specific process based on the compression mechanism that shortens a multi-word 
combination to a special reduced form. This process includes semantic compression as well as a transfer to another 
way of information handling. Thus, a specific cognitive structure is formed on the basis of the compression 
mechanism and the sign representing this structure contains an indication on the presentation way of the subject of 
thinking. 
Abbreviation, which is either semantic compression or semantic condensation, represents the cognitive 
transaction process based on communicators’ code competence or on the conceptualization of some real life 
fragment: a conceptualized statement turns into a significant element of the language competence of all the 
communicators. In the process of some real life fragment conceptualization some aspects of real life are emphasized, 
others become more shaded going to the background: this process can be called/referred to as “schematization of the 
real life.” Such schematization is one of the key aspects of communication as abbreviations, being common codes 
known to all users, simplify and schematize communication process thus saving space, time and creating 
creolization, which is known only to the “initiated”. 
 
1.7.Characteristics of an Abbreviation System 
 
Abbreviation system has a number of specific characteristics: 
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x The majority of abbreviations are derivatives of words, word-combinations, phrases. E.g., QT (Quiet), 
He got married on the QT – didn’t even tell his mother; XO (extra old about cognac), No two doubts about it (no 
two ways about it + no doubts about it);  
x Abbreviations are not just names; they also conceptualize events and situations. E.g. GOLF 
(Gentlemen Only Ladies Forbidden);  
x Abbreviations are formed on the basis of cognitive mechanisms and the language game is one of them 
(one of those mechanisms). E.g. “WASTE” (Air quality control, solid waste and waste water process engineering) – 
European Master’s program; 
x Abbreviations are codes, creolized communication means known only to the participants of 
communication. The knowledge of this code speaks of the user’s belonging to some community. E.g., abbreviations 
in hotels: BV (Beach view), CV (City view), DV (Dune view), GV (Garden view), LV (Land view), MV (Mountain 
view), OV (Ocean view), PV (Pool view), RV (River view). 
Abbreviations help to reconstruct the naïve worldview, to reflect realities in your consciousness, to regularize 
realities in the objective world and can be represented by the following types: 
I. Graphic Type: Occasional. E.g. Xc (excess), Mea (Municipal Employers Association); Standard. E.g. 
P/E (probable error), w/e (weekends), a/c (account); 
II. Lexical Type: Clippings: Back-clipping. E.g. Adm(administration), Demo (demonstration), Jud 
(judgment); Fore – clipping. E.g. to fess (confess), phone (telephone), ur (your), blog (weblog), rents (parents), 
tache (moustache); Fore – and back – clipping. E.g. tec (detective), lec (electrician); Middle – clipping. E.g. Pty 
(party), Miny (ministry); 
1. Initialisms: Alphabetic. E.g. TA (transfer agent), CID (Criminal Investigation Department), WRC 
(Water Resources Congress); Acronyms. E.g. UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization), WINGS (warrants into negotiable government securities), LOST (Law of the Sea Treaty;) Alphabetic 
acronyms. E.g. T-bond (Treasury bond), X ex (cross examination). 
2. Mixed abbreviations: Clipping + initialism. E.g. Sy G (Secretary General), Br. P (British patent), Met 
R (Metropolitan Railway;) Blends. E.g. Spansule (span+ capsule), liger (lion+tiger), dramady (drama+ comedy); 
Contracture . E.g. La (Louisiana), agcy (agency), bdgt (budget;) Partially abbreviated words. E.g. G8 (Group of 
Eight), G77 (Group of Seventy Seven). 
The types of abbreviations, mentioned above, are used very extensively in the modern English discourse. They 
can be seen everywhere – in mass media, advertising, different types of modern technique, etc. However, 
sometimes, it is impossible to decipher them (as in the context abbreviations are undeciphered). 
The main peculiarity of abbreviations is their non-transparency, the difficulty of understanding their meaning 
(especially the meaning of new abbreviations). Accordingly, we can point out the abbreviational worldview out of 
the linguistic one and define it as a part of the general worldview, which is formed by the abbreviational vocabulary 
of the English language and mainly by abbreviations (clippings, acronyms, blends etc.). 
A linguistic worldview is the knowledge fixed in words and word combinations of certain spoken languages. 
Accordingly, the abbreviational worldview can be defined as the knowledge attached to the abbreviations of certain 
colloquial languages. 
The abbreviational worldview is a subjective image of the objective reality, which is expressed in the form of 
abbreviations. The abbreviated worldview is also farraginous and gives new interesting opportunities to semantics. 
The abbreviations include different levels of the world’s vision and comprehension: universal, social, national, 
cultural, historic, therefore the semantics of abbreviations can be called the reflection of the cognitive human 
practice. Vital categories and criteria are formed by the practice of interaction and experience comprehension that 
makes it possible not only to identify objects of the real world, but also to assort and contrast them as well. From the 
linguistic point of view, abbreviations can form synonymous and homonymous lines. For example, abbreviations-
synonyms: 
PA (Personal Assistant) ≈ P.P.S. (Personal Private Secretary;) 
Aldm (Alderman) ≈ CC (County Councillor); 
abbreviations - homonyms: 
SS (Secretary of State;) 
SS (Secret Service); 
SS (State Senator); 
SS (State Senate) (Rakitina, 2007, 105-106, 111). 
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Thus, abbreviations possess a linguistic realization and pragmatic value and form the abbreviational worldview, 
which represents the combination of valuable, important, cultural, and ideological characteristics, which are 




Abbreviation is an effective way of word formation process which reflects contemporary trends of globalization. 
Abbreviations are typical for any language in general, they realize the principle of language saving and reflect word 
formation tendencies. Abbreviations are secondary nomination units interrelated with the word. They reflect 
national and cultural specific character of realia, denoting by abbreviations, which is realized in micro contexts and 
macro contexts.  
The specific character of this word formation method is determined by the abbreviation components that are 
particularly interrelated.  The study of abbreviations is performed on the juncture between linguistic and social and 
cultural aspects and along with the actual linguistic textual, discursive and cultural research in recent years. 
Our factual material showed that the abbreviational worldview is extremely active, mobile, changeable and 
constantly renewing. So the clarification of particular regularities of abbreviation development and functioning helps 
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